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Welcome to 2014 

 

Compliments of the new season. This is our first edition of The 

Crisis Report in 2014. The year 2014 comes into play with two 

developments which took place towards the end of 2013. There 

was the launch of a social and economic development blueprint 

by the government in October 2013 called the Zimbabwe Agenda 

for Sustainable Socio-economic transformation (ZimAsset),  

followed by the announcement of the 2014 national budget by 

the Minister of Finance, Hon. Patrick Chinamasa. 

 

These two developments will definitely shape the debate and 

dialogue around nation building and human development in 2014 

and beyond.  The Zim ASSET blueprint provides the government’s 

intention to transform people’s lives in the next five years while 

the 2014 budget glaringly shows that it’s a pipe dream. Some 

analysts have said that the 2014 budget is ‘short on money and 

long on policy’. Others have questioned whether both the budget 

and Zim ASSET are just a myth on paper possessing no merit of 

truth or simply some political posturing. 

 

With the incorporation of social, economic and cultural rights in 

the constitution it means that Zimbabweans in general and Civil 

Society and the media, in particular, will have to balance their 

focus between Civil and political rights and the equally important 

socio-economic and cultural rights. With continued poor service 

delivery and economic stagnation, it is evident that the year 2014 

will be a difficult one which all stakeholders must play a part in 

reducing the impact. 

 

Towards the end of 2013, the majority of civil society organisa-

tions underwent some strategic planning of some sort and one 

question that people kept on asking was ‘should civil society en-

gage the new government or not?. Without giving an answer to 

this question, it becomes imperative that civil society awakens to 

its role of being a watchdog. This will entail engaging the govern-

ment on matters of principle and call a spade a spade when the 

government has failed to deliver. The absence of transparency in 

government with prevalence of corruption and other related vic-

es means that civil society will have to rise above the bar and play 

its role effectively.  

 

The opaqueness in the way government executes its mandate 

and the magnitude of shoddy dealings especially in the extractive 

industry should agitate civil society to be both proactive and re-

sponsive. Transformation from megaphone advocacy to thor-

oughly researched and evidence based arguments and  position is 

certainly the path for most in civil society. Civil society especially 

Coalitions will need to upscale the provision of thought leader-

ship in driving the national agenda. 

 

There is need for civil society to move out of the July 31 election 

framework and begin to fulfil its mandate so that Zimbabwe can 

develop. Crisis Report will continue to report on a triumvirate of 

the good, the bad and the ugly. The report will continue to ampli-

fy the voices of the Coalition’s membership in order to broaden 

the reach of civil society voices. 

 

Enjoy the 2014 first edition 

The Crisis Report team  
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Seven Glen view residents languish in remand prison 
 

 

 

Harare – THE remaining seven of the 29 Glenview residents who were being accused of murdering a Zimbabwe Republic Police 

(ZRP) member, continue to languish in remand prison 30 months after their arrest. 

 

The drawn out incarceration has been described as a clear violation of their rights as the case waits to resume on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 22 at the High Court of Zimbabwe in Harare. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Spokesperson Mfundo Mlilo decried the slow pace in the delivery of justice for the prisoners 

who have been denied bail, adding that it constituted a denial of fundamental rights of the accused persons by the Zimbabwean 

State. 

 

“Clearly, it is a violation of their right to liberty which is enshrined in the new constitution,” Mlilo said. “This is because 

the same people who are administering this constitution are the same people who have been presiding over human 

rights violations. 

 

“The fact that we have a new Constitution should signal changes, we need a new culture of respect for human rights.”  

 

High Court Judge Justice Chinembiri Bhunu ruled that the accused persons had a case to answer, when their 21 colleagues were 

acquitted on September 19, 2013, following a protracted legal battle triggered by the mysterious death of Inspector Petros Mut-

edza in May 2011 at a shopping Centre in Harare’s Glenview High Density Suburb.  

 

Some of the acquitted persons had spent approximately two years in remand prison, prompting Justice Bhunu to condemn the 

police for failing to release some of the detained persons, although police investigations had confirmed their alibis. 
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One young woman, who was part of the accused persons, 

Rebecca Mafukeni, later on died under police guard at 

Parirenyatwa Hospital on August 12, 2013, after suffering 

some health complications believed to have been aggravated 

by prison conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group, who belong to the opposition Movement for Dem-

ocratic Change (MDC), was bundled up days after having con-

ducted a social braai in the suburb on the fateful date; alt-

hough some of them had never stepped their foot on the 

crime scene, leading to public suspicion of political recrimina-

tion. 

 

A source from the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 

(ZLHR) confirmed that the defense counsel led by Beatrice 

Mtetwa had on Thursday January 16, 2013 met with the pre-

siding judge, Justice Bhunu and Prosecutor Edmore Nyazamba 

to set the date for the continuation of trial as January 22. 

 

Soon after his release last year, MDC Youth Assembly Chair-

person Solomon Madzore, who had spent 405 days under 

incarceration said there was nothing to celebrate as the seven 

were still living under untenable conditions in remand prison, 

and some of the acquitted had already endured long terms of 

solitary confinement, and one death had occurred. 

 

“I suppose this was supposed to be a moment of jubi-

lation, moment where we celebrate our acquittal,” 

Madzore said then. “But there is nothing to celebrate 

given the fact that seven of us remain charged, they 

have all been placed on their defence. 

“It’s a scenario where this thing came a bit too late. I 

mean we spent in excess of a year and in the case of 

Simon Mapanzure, he was behind bars for more than 

two years.”  

 

 

 

The seven who are being held at Chikurubi Maximum Prison 

are: Tungamirai Madzokere, Yvonne Musarurwa, and Last 

Maengahama, Lazarus Maengahama, Phineas Nhatarikwa, 

and Edwin Muingiri, and Paul Nganeropa Rukanda.  

 

 

Due to the fact that the seven people have not been on bail, 

should the trial continue until May 2014, they will have effec-

tively spent three years behind bars without conviction and 

sentencing. 

High Court Judge Justice Chinembiri Bhunu (left) and assessor Mr Patrick 

Musengezi during the inspection in loco at Glen View 3 Shopping Centre in 

Harare  in 2012 -(Photo Source-Nehanda Radio)  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


